In this time of great personal and professional disruptions stemming from the Covid-19 pandemic, we want to extend to all of the *Journal of Anthropological Archaeology* (*JAA*) authors, reviewers, and readers our best wishes and thanks for your support of the journal. We are moved to write, in part, because soon after Covid-related lockdowns began we sensed a change in the normal annual submission pattern. We also want to let you know what the journal is doing to increase its international reach to become more inclusive and representative of the ground-breaking work being conducted by scholars worldwide. Finally, we want to let you know that *JAA* will move to a new editorial management system in August 2020 in what we hope will be a seamless transition from the current EVISE system.

Turning first to what is on everyone's mind -- the Covid-19 pandemic -- we all know it has severely curtailed conferences, field projects, and laboratory operations. Here, however, we focus on the impact it has had on the *JAA*, specifically the manuscripts received.

Before doing so, we should start with the normal submission pattern, based on monthly averages over four years from 2016 through 2019. In [Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"} , submissions are expressed relative to the average for that 48-month period (black line). While we receive manuscripts from all over the world, the numbers are dominated by submissions by North American and European archaeologists, so the annual distribution of submitted papers is discussed in terms of their field and holiday schedules (with apologies to colleagues elsewhere). Starting at the beginning of a typical year (blue line), there are many submissions in January, immediately after the holiday season. During the next several months submissions decline until the summer. That is when archaeologists work on publications when teaching schedules allow them to do so. As might be expected, submissions increase in late summer when manuscripts are completed and field projects end. Many papers continue to be received through the fall. But by December, the initial flush of enthusiasm following the completion of field work has evaporated, as people are worn down by classes and preparations for Thanksgiving (in the United States), Christmas, and Hanukkah are well underway. Time off between semesters, perhaps spurred on by wanting to get manuscripts finished and packed off to the journal, contributes to a spike in submissions during the opening weeks of the New Year. Although the number of submissions varies somewhat from one year to the next, the overall seasonal distribution of incoming papers remains the same.Fig. 1Submissions to the *JAA* relative to the 48-month average from 2016 to 2019 (horizontal black line): monthly averages for 2016--2019 (blue line) and submissions for 2020 through May (red line). A seasonal pattern is evident, as is an increase in submissions during Covid-19 confinement in April and May 2020. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

Now we come to 2020 (red line). Like so many things, the *JAA* submissions have followed a different path this year. Submissions from January through March were a bit lower than monthly averages for the previous four years, but the general pattern is similar. Then April and May arrived; both show a marked departure from what is normally seen. We suspect the increase in papers received is directly attributable to Covid-19 lockdowns, including the cancellation of the Society for American Archaeology meeting. April was only the start of the increase in submissions, which continued unabated in May. Archaeologists apparently did not take long to shift gears and focus on their research, despite often feeling overwhelmed by moving from residential to on-line teaching. By May, many of us seem to have hit our stride, despite confinement at home away from offices and labs. Perhaps years of coping with the exigencies of field work prepared archaeologists well to adapt to new, difficult, and unprecedented circumstances.

It will be interesting to see what happens over the summer months. But when gazing into our crystal balls, which are admittedly no less cloudy than anyone else's, we predict that a high submission rate will continue through the summer. That prediction is not much of a stretch because field projects have been canceled, and the same can be said for many summer classes, freeing researchers to write papers.

All of this brings us to another point -- the need for reviewers. Some of you probably wonder why requests to review papers, for the *JAA* and other archaeology journals, seem to be concentrated at certain times of the year. To be sure, we do not know what happens in other journals, and the real issue from a reviewer's perspective is what is going on in aggregate. But we suspect that the overall *JAA* pattern is not wide of the mark because other archaeology journals are subject to the same field, university, and holiday schedules.

When you get requests to review the work of your colleagues, please keep the irregularity in the submission process in mind when it seems that you are asked to help time and again in rapid succession. Advancements in the field are a collective endeavor, and the peer review process is integral to the health of any scholarly discipline. We as editors greatly appreciate all the efforts of our many reviewers who routinely provide thoughtful and detailed commentaries upon which the success and scientific integrity of the journal is based. We routinely hear from authors who appreciate the efforts of their colleagues to improve the scientific content of papers.

In all of the above you certainly recognize a strong North American and European emphasis. We work with a wonderful Editorial Board whose members provide broad geographic, methodological, temporal, and topical coverages. But we are fully aware that some parts of the world -- both the geographical areas covered and the scholars who author papers -- are much better represented than other places. As a step toward seeking to obtain a more representative coverage of the exciting work being conducted worldwide, the Editorial Board has recently been expanded. Our intent is to broaden and deepen the international scope of the journal, while maintaining its current aims and scope. Two geographical areas of particular interest have been identified, each represented by several new board members: sub-Saharan Africa and South America. We have also added a board member from the Middle East. We are looking forward to an increase in submissions from those geographical areas, and in building on what we hope will be a success by moving forward in subsequent years to expand to other such areas.

With regard to submissions, the *JAA* remains committed to publishing empirically based and anthropologically oriented articles on a wide variety of archaeological topics from any geographical area and time period. We particularly encourage papers that focus on the deep history of some of the complex and interrelated problems that concern us today. Such topics include, among others, population growth and distribution; how people coped with their environmental surroundings, and modified them for good or ill; migration, ranging from a few individuals to entire communities; and the nature of political and economic systems, including disparities in the distribution of wealth, the means of supporting life, and a say in one's society. Lessons learned from archaeology have relevance as we develop solutions to address the formidable challenges that face us worldwide.

Beginning the week of August 10, 2020, *JAA* will move to a new "best-in-class" manuscript submission and peer-review platform called Editorial Manager (EM). Other Elsevier journals have already transitioned to the new system, so we have the advantage of accumulated experience with the migration. We have been assured by our publisher that the EM system is an improvement, and that the transition should go quite smoothly.

In closing, we want to again thank our authors, reviewers, Associate Editors, Guest Editors, and Editorial Board members for doing so much to make the *JAA* a success. Please stay safe and healthy.
